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Education System Overview
Education in Hungary is compulsory and free up to the age of 18. Compulsory full-time education is administered by kindergarten/óvoda, primary/általános, secondary/gimnázium, vocational/szakközépiskola, vocational training/szakiskola schools. The official language of instruction is Hungarian, although English, German and other foreign languages are used in specialized bilingual programs. The academic year consists of two semesters of teaching, traditionally starting from the beginning of September. There are three (approximately one-week period) breaks in the autumn, winter and spring, with an additional 10-11 week summer break. At the end of upper secondary courses pupils pass the secondary school leaving examination (érettségi). This certificate is a prerequisite for admission to higher education.
The Hungarian higher education system

The Hungarian higher education has a long history. The first Hungarian university was founded in Pécs in south Hungary over 600 years ago, in 1367. Hungarian higher education institutions are autonomous, state or non-state (private and religious) institutions recognized by the state. In 1999, a reform plan regionalized the tertiary education institution structure, merging the institutions operating in the same city and bringing under one umbrella, uniting institutions of tertiary education of similar or identical profiles. There are 72 higher education institutions in Hungary (18 state universities, 13 state colleges, 41 non-state universities and 34 non-state colleges).

Hungary has been taking part in the Bologna Process since 1999, whose most important goal is the creation of the European Higher Education Area. With the effect of September 1, 2006 the new Bologna three-cycle degree system has been introduced. The first degree programs (6 to 8 semesters, 180-240 credit points) lead to Bachelor’s degrees, while second degree programs (2 to 4 semesters, 60-120 credit points) lead to Master’s degrees. Unified, undivided, long-term Master’s programs (10 to 12 semesters) are offered in 17 fields of study (e.g. in human medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, veterinary medicine, architecture and in some fields of arts). All Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees grant access to the job market. Based on a Master’s degree, PhD or Doctor of Liberal Arts (DLA) degrees as third cycle degrees can be awarded after 3 years of study (180 credit points). Higher education institutions offer non-degree programs too, such as higher-level vocational trainings, postgraduate specialist training courses based on a first or second degree as well as summer universities and partial trainings in the framework of lifelong learning education. Higher education programs may be offered in full-time training, part-time training or distance learning courses.
According to the Higher Education Act of 2005, admission to Bachelor’s degree programs and unified, undivided, long-term Master’s degree programs is selective, with the Secondary School Leaving Certificate or its foreign equivalent as a prerequisite for admission with a few exceptions where practical examinations or aptitude tests are also required. The minimum requirement for admission to Master’s programs is a Bachelor’s degree or its equivalent, to PhD and DLA doctoral programs is a Master’s degree or its equivalent.
For international academic recognition, diploma supplements have been issued by higher education institutions since July 2003. Institutions provide the documents free of charge in Hungarian and in English as well. It contains all information about the student’s degree course including the titles and short description of the subjects, the assessment criteria, the assessment results, the number of credits earned and the name of teachers, facilitators.
Credit system and Grading Scale
Since Hungary is a member of the European Union, Hungarian higher education institutions are part of the European Higher Education Area. Credits and degrees gained in Hungary are transferable to other European institutions. The European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) compatible credit system was introduced in September 2003, but several higher education institutions have already been using it since the middle of the 1990's. One credit corresponds to 30 hours student workload. The main objective of the introduction of the credit system was to harmonize the education system of the different member countries and to facilitate student mobility.
	Hungarian grade
	
	U.S. equivalent

	5 or jeles
	excellent
	A

	4 or jó
	good
	B+/B

	3 or közepes
	average
	B-/C+

	2 or elégséges
	pass
	C

	1 or elégtelen
	fail
	F


Why Hungarian Higher Education?

Hungary has made a substantial contribution to the world’s intellectual heritage. Thirteen Nobel Prize laureates were born Hungarian including acclaimed litterateurs and scientists who contributed to the enrichment of human knowledge. The ball-point pen, phosphorus matches, Rubik’s cube, the electric train and the telephone exchange are among the many items invented by Hungarians, and we must not forget the long list of famous composers, painters and artists, such as Ferenc Liszt, Béla Bartók, Zoltán Kodály and Victor Vasarely. Hungary has served testimony of her high intellectual potential in every walk of life. 

The new tertiary education development program related to our EU accession includes increasing admission levels, supporting lifelong learning, modernizing the tertiary education institution network, establishing regional centers of knowledge and innovation, developing IT culture, expand dormitory capacities. Hungarian diplomas have a high prestige throughout the world. The programs are of high standard with tuition fees quite favourable in international comparison. One of the strengths of Hungarian higher education lies in its PhD programs offered in an equally large variety of subjects. The PhD and DLA doctoral degrees granted by Hungarian institutions - just as the Hungarian Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees - can easily get recognized in Europe and overseas as well. The full range of Bachelor’s, Master’s and PhD /DLA degree programs offered by Hungarian higher education institutions can be found at: http://www.okm.gov.hu/doc/upload/200706/higher_education_2007.pdf.

Links of interest

· Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Hungary: http://www.okm.gov.hu/education
· National Higher Education Information Center: http://www.felvi.hu/
· Study Transfer Program: http://www.studytransfer.eu
· A User’s Guide to Hungary: http://www.studyinhungary.hu/
· Balassi Bálint Institute: http://www.bbi.hu
· Tempus Public Foundation: http://www.tka.hu
· Hungarian Scholarship Board: http://www.scholarship.hu/
· Hungarian Equivalence and Information Center: http://www.naric.hu
· Hungarian Accreditation Committee: http://www.mab.hu
· Hungary in web: http://www.hungary.hu and http://www.hungary.com
EducationUSA in Hungary

The Fulbright EducationUSA Advising Center (FEAC) was established in November 1994 as the continuation of the former advising service of the U.S. Embassy. FEAC is an essential part of the Fulbright Commission, which sees itself as the primary source of information in Hungary for those interested in U.S. higher education. The center has become well-known to Hungarian students, researchers, and young professionals as well as to many higher education institutions and partner agencies in Hungary. The advising center is managed by one full-time and one part-time adviser. During the months of September-May, FEAC also has one U.S. Fulbright Teaching Assistant, whose grant assignment includes up to 12 hours per week of educational advising. Over the past years the number of clientele has been steadily increasing, reaching a total of more than 10,000 inquiries per year.
Services
With its library of reference books, American university catalogue collection, handouts, CD-ROMs and internet access, FEAC provides a comprehensive source of information about U.S. higher education. The center offers group orientation sessions as well as one-on-one advising along with various workshops to help with the application, testing, and writing processes. FEAC also serves as a liaison between American universities and the international relations offices of many Hungarian universities. Besides weekly orientation seminar for newcomers, several other workshops are offered for interested students, including a Resume/Essay Writing Workshop and a TOEFL Test-Taking Strategies Workshop. These seminars are offered on a regular basis. A special weekly seminar is given to potential applicants about the Fulbright scholarships during the month preceding the application deadline in May.

Statistics
The following information was taken from IIE's 2005 Country Locator Report for Hungary:
· 871 Hungarian students were enrolled in 348 different colleges and universities in the States.
· California and New York are the most popular destinations, each hosting approximately 190 students, or 22%. States following in order of popularity are: Florida (63), Massachusetts (60), New Jersey (50) and Pennsylvania (49).
· Columbia (19), Harvard (16), and University of Pennsylvania (15) have the highest number of Hungarian students in attendance.
· 49 percent of all Hungarians are studying at the undergraduate level. 43 percent are enrolled in graduate programs, while 8 percent are listed as non-degree students.
Networking
National Network: FEAC plays an active part in coordinating the professional activities of newly-established American Corners (Debrecen, Pécs and Veszprém) as well as the formerly Soros Foundation-supported advising centers (Budapest, Debrecen, Szeged). Especially beneficial is the partnership with the Hungarian National Student Association. They are instrumental in announcing workshops, outreach seminars at all Hungarian higher education institutions and even organizing campus visits for our advising guests.

International Network: FEAC advisers are active members of the OSEAS-Europe network. With regular contributions to the REAC-Europe newsletter and by participating in liaison projects, FEAC has built up a very good reputation in the field of advising. The proposal FEAC submitted jointly with other advising centers to participate in the U.S.-OSEAS Professional Partnership Program was successful, as a result of which three U.S. experts on higher education were hosted in Hungary. We could work more closely on graduate and undergraduate issues in admission, degree equivalency, accreditation and credential evaluation of foreign students in the U.S.

Outreach Programs
The Fulbright EducationUSA Advising Center is always open to offer information seminars at Hungarian colleges/universities on U.S. study opportunities, standardized admission tests, and about the services of the advising center. Over the past few years, advisers gave presentations and exhibited at leadership meetings of HÖOK (National Student Association), Career and Scholarship Fairs at various universities and at the International Higher Education Fair of the Budapest University of Economic Sciences and Public Administration. Continuing the tradition of strengthening international education and exchange programs, the advising centers in Hungary organized several public affairs activities in the framework of the International Education Week (IEW) in November 2000-2007.
Roadshow: In Fall 2006 FEAC has actively contributed to and participated in the festive events to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Fulbright Program, the 15th anniversary of the Hungarian-American Fulbright Commission as well as the 2006 International Education Week in the framework of a joint initiative Fulbright on the Road. Fulbright Commission staff, alumni and U.S. Embassy officials boarded a bus emblazoned with banners to tour the northeast of Hungary. The bus tour stopped at universities where participants advertised and recruited applicants to spark interest in U.S. study opportunities. The American-style roadshow was an extraordinary experience and gained high international acknowledgement.
College Fairs:  FEAC has always been happy to serve as a contact for U.S. institutions wanting to recruit Hungarian students. From 1999 college recruitment tours coming to Hungary has asked for assistance with planning their Budapest stop. Some of the most successful fairs were held during 2005-07, these included the International College Days tour (in partnership with CIEE), the American Colleges Overseas, the Top University and the World MBA Tours. The university representatives were pleased both with the level of attendance and the quality of students who inquired about their programs. We trust that the success of these fairs will keep universities and colleges coming back as demand is high.

Testing
The computer based test center at Fulbright started its operation in 1997. Examinees can take the TOEFL iBT, GRE, GED, USMLE and other standardized computer-based tests. The center operates 12 workstations, the site is designed to meet high standards of security, comfort, and professionalism to ensure fairness, accuracy, and consistency (including special features for the handicapped). There has been a marked increase in the number of students from neighboring countries testing here, and a large percentage of them, along with the Hungarian test-takers, make use of the advising services before taking any of the standardized tests. They regard FEAC as the most reliable place where they can get up-to-date information about the structure and content of each test, registration and payment procedures, test prep etc.

Besides a bi-weekly TOEFL Test-Taking Strategies Workshop lead by the American Fulbright Teaching Assistant, students can check out test preparation materials from the library and use the 2 computers available to them if they want to practice sample exams. Though a few language schools offer TOEFL preparation courses, the preparation materials, free practice tests and the TOEFL consultations are still very competitive and FEAC serves as the primary provider of these services.
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Fulbright EducationUSA Advising Center
1082 Budapest, Baross utca 62. Hungary
Tel: 36-1-462-8050, E-mail: advising@fulbright.hu
Website: www.fulbright.hu (English and Hungarian)
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